Extreme weather is hurting Australiaq,
and our communities are paying the price.

STATEMENT FROM AUSTRALIAN MAYORS AND COUNCILLORS

Heavy rain, flooding, strong winds and

storm surges are damaging communities, a. Lead the country in delivering on an ambitious emissions
endangering residents, and costing millions

of dollars in clean-up costs.

We call on the federal government to:

reduction target this decade, in partnership with state

and local governments, to respond to accelerating

climate change at the scale and pace required.

In some regions schools and businesses have been forced
to close, the lights have gone out, roads cut off, access b. Increase funding sources to councils for responding to

to fresh water and food limited and thousands of homes
destroyed. Many can no longer afford insurance and will

be left with little.

Many communities also experienced the Black Summer

the form of a disaster mitigation fund and an additional

climate impacts, and cutting greenhouse gas emissions,
including providing a minimum of $200 million a year in

$200 million over four years for a local government

bushfire season of 2019-20. The impacts of climate change

and extreme weather are all around us.

The latest report from the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change makes it abundantly clear that climate

climate response partnership.?

c. Invest in preparing before climate disasters strike and

take responsibility for coordination of climate impact

change is intensifying extreme weather events including

rainfall and flooding events like this one, and their d. Ensure all disaster response funding extends to all
damaged assets and incorporates the principle of

frequency is increasing.

We are exhausted by the immediate costs and challenges,
and we are worried about what’s to come.

The cost of extreme weather disasters in Australia has
more than doubled since the 1970s. If we don't take urgent
action, floods could cost us $40 billion per year by 2060

We are among the sunniest and windiest countries on

“betterment” to allow cities and communities to be rebuilt

earth. We have the natural resources to become a world

leader in renewable energies like solar and wind, and can

create hundreds of thousands of jobs along the way.

Local governments are working together with their

communities to take action against climate change and

build resilience. But we need more support.
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responses fo ensure consistency and clearly delineated
responsibilities between different levels of government.

in a way that takes info account the inevitable future
changes in climate and makes them more resilient.

e. Establish a national body, or expand the remit of
an existing one, to support research on adaptation
and act as a centralised hub for up-to-date climate
change information.
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