
Getting to net zero: the relationship between 
targets and action











Climate and Biodiversity Emergency

• Waverley declared Climate & Biodiversity 
Emergency in December 2019

• Council has a 100% renewable energy target by 
2030

• This week Council resolved- and budgeted - to 
go net zero by 2030



Council GHG



Transition fleet to electric

• Costed and budgeted transition of full fleet -
including garbage compactors - to electric by 
2030. 



Renewable Energy

• Have purchased approximately 30% renewable energy 
for the last 3 years.

• Working to expand this to 100% RE in collaboration 
with SSROC and other Sydney Councils



Energy Efficiency

• Ongoing lighting upgrades (streetlighting and Council 
facilities).

• HVAC upgrades



Building specifications

• Council projects built to a very high standard. Eg
Bondi Pavilion restoration 5 star green star, 
70KW PV, recycled water, and reuse (embodied 
carbon)



Community GHG



How will we achieve our environment targets?

• Leadership by example

• Advocacy & Policy

• Partnerships & Collaboration

• Capacity-building & Behaviour Change



Building Futures



Future Proofing Residential Development to Climate Change 
Project

Modelled BASIX buildings in the Eastern Beaches 
region to determine the effects of future climate 
change on the buildings:

– Thermal comfort
– Energy and water use
– Greenhouse emissions

• Modelled 3 climate scenarios:
– 2020 (Baseline year);
– 2030; and
– 2070

• Modelling was based on 5 building types 
comprising 217 dwellings.



Thermal comfort & Energy results

• As the climate warms, houses will use significantly more 
energy for cooling than heating.

• In 2030, cooling loads increased by 70% on average above the 
Baseline Year for all dwelling types.

• In 2070, cooling loads increased by 308% on average.

• Dwellings currently approved under BASIX will be unsuitable 
for occupation by 2070, without extremely high levels of 
mechanical cooling. 

• This will result in:
– peak demand issues, 

– equity & affordability challenges; and 

– health risks during blackouts.



Solar My School

• Regional Environment Program with Randwick and Woollahra Councils

• 16 Councils now involved (including 2 regional)

• Over 160 schools participating 

• > 4MW will be installed by end of 2021

• Installed 8% of total solar in Sydney’s eastern suburbs

• Replicable model: Solar my Club in 2020 (20 community organizations) 



Electric Vehicle charging stations



Collaboration For Impact


