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Adapted from the CSIRO / Bushfire CRC report, Bushfire Weather in Southeast Australia: recent trends and projected climate change impacts.
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Blue Mountains — fire history

* November 1944 — 150 homes

* November 1957 — 158 homes

* November 1968 — 80 homes

* December 1977 — 49 homes

* January 1994 — 206 homes statewide

 December 2001 / Jan 2002 — 109 homes statewide
2013 — 204 homes



Blue Mountains — October 2013

* Hottest September on record

* Warm winter

* A number of hot, dry, windy days preceding (“drying events”)

* Forest canopies critically dry — trees not dormant due to warm winter
* Soil moisture critically low

* No El Nino

e All other major property losses November — January

* Largest property loss in the history of the Blue Mountains



Changing fire seasons — 2018 in review

e Tathra March 2018 — highest FDI on record and a month later than
previously recorded

* Holsworthy April — 3,000 ha and hundreds of homes threatened
* May — major fires in WA

* Holsworthy July — 3,000 ha

e August — Ulladulla, Bega, Salt Ash

* November — major fires in Qld including rainforest

 December — major fires in Tasmania in areas with no record of major
fires






