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ClimateWorks’	 signature	research,	undertaken	with	
Australian	National	University	 in	2014,	 built	on	the	
global	‘Deep	Decarbonization Pathways	
Project’(DDPP)	which	represents	 15	countries	 that	
produce	over	70%	of	global	emissions.	 In	Australia,	
we	mapped	a	four	step	plan	to	show	how	we	could	
‘decarbonize’	 our	economy.
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Electric	vehicle	
momentum	is	growing

The	launch	of	the	Electric	Vehicle	Council,	Australian	Parliament	House,	22	May	2017.
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• Sales	increased	67	per	cent	
from	2016	to	2017

• In	2017,	Australians	
purchased	1,076	plug-in	
hybrid	electric	vehicles,	and	
1,208	battery	electric	
vehicles

Electric	vehicle	uptake	in	Australia

Electric	vehicle	sales	in	Australia,	2011-2017
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Barriers	to	increased	electric	vehicle	uptake
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Model	availability
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Model	availability	in	Australia
Number	of	electric	vehicle	models	available	in	Australia

• 7	news	models	
expected	in	next	18	
months

• 5	of	which	expected	to	
be	priced	under	$60k
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Charging	infrastructure
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Recharging	concerns
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Current	infrastructure	in	Australia	

• 64%	increase

• 783	charging	locations

• 1	for	every	6 vehicles
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• 20,396km	around	Australia

• 110	days

• Fuel	bill	$150.90

Sylvia’s	story
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Electric	vehicles	and	the	grid	in	Australia

An	average	EV	charged	from	the	grid	in	2016	emitted	less	than	an	
average	internal	combustion	engine	vehicle	in	all	states	except	Victoria,	
where	it	was	only	slightly	higher.	
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Consumer	attitudes
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Consumer	attitudes	– electric	vehicle	awareness	and	consideration

Before	today	had	never	heard	of	electric	vehicles

Aware	but	would	not	consider	buying	if	in	the	market	for	a	car

Don’t	know

Aware	and	would	consider	buying	if	in	the	market	for	a	car
Currently	researching	an	electric	vehicle	to	buy

2.7%
1.8%

6.2

43.3%
45.5%

Responses	‘Currently	own	an	electric	vehicle’	and	‘Owned	an	
electric	vehicle	in	the	past’	both	not	shown	with	<1%.
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Consumer	attitudes	– price	

35.50%	

30.90%	

23.30%	

4.10%	
6.20%	

Willing	to	buy	an	EV	at	the	same	price	as	petrol	or	
diesel	options

Willing	to	pay	more	for	an	EV	if	there	is	more	
support,	incentives	and	infrastructure	

Not	interested	in	buying	an	EV

Willing	to	pay	more	for	an	EV	than	a	petrol	or	diesel	
vehicle

Don't	know
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Policy	support
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Electric	vehicle	policy	in	Australia	
Table	4.	Overview	of	federal,	state	and	territory	government	policy.
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Enable	greater	uptake	of	electric	vehicles	in	local	government	fleets

Electric	vehicle	ready	local	government	fleets
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Local	government	opportunity
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Total	number	of	light	vehicles	
purchased	by	Australian	local	

governments	in	2017
9,307

Private Business State 
government

Local 
government

Australian 
government



Follow	us:

@ClimateWorksAus ClimateWorks	Australia
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